
 31

Annex 3: Maps of Selected geographical areas for study in Honduras 
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CUENCA DEL RIO CHOLUTECA 
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CUENCA DEL RÍO ULÚA Y CHAMELECON, INCLUYENDO EL VALLE DE SULA 
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Annex 4:  Perceptions relating to Climate Change of DRR 
institutions/actors in Honduras  

Institution                                                 Perception 

Group A  

(governmental institutions, public programmes operating at national or regional level, national NGOs 
providing  humanitarian relief)  
COPECO ‘The Honduran Government does not understand climate change; there is no national policy framework 

for adapting to CC’.  

PMDN Generally, climate change does not receive the attention it deserves. It is an issue which is little 
understood. The World Bank-funded PMDN project has pointed to the importance of river basin 
management in the face of CC.  Some public bodies, like the Ministry of Natural Resources &  
Environment (SERNA) has developed initiatives for mitigation, e.g. improved stoves for reduction of 
carbon emissions  and promotion of biodiesel.  

UNAH Public institutions are not informed of climate change. Generally speaking, concepts relating to CC are 
confused, for example, between what is CC and its causes and effects.  The Ministry of Natural 
Resources &  Environment (SERNA)  is working on adaptation projects, but without better 
understanding of the problem, better adaptation will not be achieved. 

CEVS Climate change is generating a variety of meteorological effects, although principally in the Sula Valley 
CC is expected to result in increased rainfall events which will require  greater investment in flood 
defence works.  

USAID-MIRA The subject of climate change is beginning to receive attention, from most Honduran institutions. All 
projects in this MIRA programme (USAID-funded) have to include a CC component. Much work is 
needed to take the issue to communities who will not be informed of CC if the programme does not do 
so.  Communities need to be informed of what causes CC and what reduces its effects.  

Cruz Roja 
Hondureña 

There is no Honduran national policy defined in relation to climate change, so the country is in a 
difficult position. The International Red Cross is working on CC.  Training has provided to Red Cross 
staff and at national level with the Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment (SERNA) as a first step 
in managing CC. 

Group B (municipal emergency committees-CODEMs) 
CODEM La 
Masica 

In reality, the subject of climate change is little known, especially amongst communities. It is perhaps 
a little more familiar to institutions which are carrying out some activities which will go to reducing the 
effect of CC, slowing down the process.  

CODEM 
Choloma 

Climate change is not sufficiently talked about nor described in clear enough terms to make everybody 
aware of the gravity of the threat it poses. Even when we have some information passed to us on 
cliamte change, it is difficult to take the subject to communities.   

CODEM  

AMDC 

It is a rather complex subject. It has not made here the impact which it has done in other countries. The 
dissemination which has occurred has not reached many people.  Climate change is not something 
which is seen as happening here; it is not part of daily life. There are other things which are currently 
priorities. While we recognise that CC is giving rise to phenomena which are affecting the population, it 
is not what motivates the actions we are undertaking.  

Institution Perception 
 

 
Group C (community-level emergency committees-CODELes)  

 
CODEL 
Panamá 

Activities for adaptation to climate change have been carried out, for example returning plots of land to 
production for cultivation of alternative crops (bananas, fruit trees), and we are working with women on 
their household gardens.   

CODEL 
Kelekele 

We have been given talks about how to avoid pollution and understand that we should manage our 
solid waste, not burn nor use chemicals so as to contribute to reducing climate change. Community 
members are modifying their cultivation practices in order to ensure harvests in times of year which are 
less at risk from floods, as well as introducing varieties and more adaptable crops.  

 
Group D (NGOs operating at regional and local levels) 
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Christian  
Aid 

The subject of climate change is new and we are taking it up in the project on Building Disaster 
Resilient Communities-BDRC. ASONOG has held two forums on CC. BDRC has produced a manual on 
adaptation to CC. In people’s minds, CC is related to more water (floods), more drought and emissions 
of gases but they do not understand the effects of CC, both actual and potential, on people’s daily life, 
in terms of health, production etc. The subject needs to be better understood. CC is not something with 
which local government is dealing, nor do communities with whom we work propose means for 
managing it. It is not a priority issue, including in relation to  management of risks.   

IISI At community level, there is a lack of awareness of climate change and it is not a subject which is 
‘socialised’ beyond a limited circle of institutions and experts. 

CASM  
Tocoa 

Generally, climate change is not a subject which is talked about, and even less fully understood. Yes, 
people observe how the rainy seasons are changing and because of that they try out changes in timing 
in sowing and harvesting - which amounts to ad-hoc adaptation to CC.    

Popol Nah  
Tun 

Climate change is an unknown quanitity. What is happening in practice is spontaneous adaptation to 
CC and the natural phenomena it gives rise to, rather than actions based on a reasoned understanding 
of the issue. All the activities which we and the community organisations conduct has an underlying 
connection with climate change, but CC is not the basis on which we manage our affairs - in practice we 
have not explicitly linked CC with the actions we undertake. Our wish is to make that link.    

CASM 
Choloma 

Climate change is a new subject, as is adaptation, but in practice communities are responding in the 
way they run their lives. People know when a crop needs to be sown - perhaps what they don’t know is 
how to organise themselves collectively. One can say that first steps are being taken to adapt to CC as 
seen in families which are collaborating with laboratory experiments (in small communities). Some 
practices relating to CC have seen adoption of new forms of cultivation. Crops which are resistant to 
adverse climatic conditions are being cultivated, with novel plant types, including especially fruit trees. 
CASM has also been promoting ideas on how to construct poultry houses and outdoor nurseries. 

 
The researchers categorised the institutions & actors which they consulted in the above four groups, as 
per pages 4-5 of the report in Spanish. 
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Chak, or Chaak, Mayan god of rain (dios maya de la lluvia) 


