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There are rich academic literatures on the state and development (or lack thereof) in different regions of the
developing world. However, the relevance of these bodies of work to today’s policy concerns remains unclear.
There have been relatively few attempts to use them as building blocks for policy reflection, and to spell out how
they might better inform current policies for developing countries. This theme issue is a contribution to filling this
gap. Drawing on the contributions made by several academics and practitioners to a special Meeting Series
organised by the Overseas Development Institute from February to June 2006, the issue attempts to inform the
process of rethinking how more effective and responsive states can be (re)built — and what the role of the
international assistance community may be in that process.
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