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Nationality:    Spain  DOB:  18-02-1964 
 

Qualifications 

1994 Doctor of Philosophy in Politics, University of Oxford, Nuffield College 

1990 Master of Philosophy in Latin American Studies, University of Oxford, Linacre 
College 

1987 Master of Arts in European Studies, University of Reading 
1986 Bachelor of Arts in Modern Literature and Languages, University of Bradford 

Languages 

Language Mother tongue: Spanish / English bilingual 

Language Intermediate/Advanced: French 

Language Basic: Dutch, Portuguese 
 

 
Areas of expertise: Rule of law and governance, justice sector reform, accountability and state-
building, citizenship rights and legal mobilization, human rights and development, democratization, 
transitional justice mechanisms, state-building in fragile states, Latin American politics. Special 
expertise on Bolivian politics. 
 

Posts held: 

2009 - 

 

2007-2008 

Research Fellow in Politics and Governance at ODI 

 

Senior Lecturer in Politics (Latin America), Institute for the Study of the 
Americas, University of London 

Research and academic publications; teaching at post-graduate and doctoral level; 
research project management; research facilitation; consultancy 
 

2003-2007 Lecturer/researcher in Politics at the Instituto de Estudios de Iberoamérica, 
Universidad de Salamanca, Spain.  

Research and academic publications; teaching at under-graduate, post-graduate 
and doctoral level; research project management; consultancy 

 

1997-2002 Lecturer in Politics, Queen Mary, University of London, London 

Research in Latin American Politics; teaching at undergraduate, post-graduate and 
doctoral level; research project management 
 

1994-1997 Researcher and Lecturer in the Political Studies Division at CIDE - Centro de 
Investigación y Docencia Económica, Mexico DF 

Research and academic publications; teaching at under-graduate and post-graduate 
level; research project management; consultancy 

 



Recent and ongoing assignments (since joining ODI in January 2009) 

 Completion of paper on Judicial Reform in Latin America, for the Organization of American 
States completed in January 2009 

 Scoping paper  note on Ownership and Accountability for the Ownership Cluster WP-EFF 
in OECD-DAC, February 2009 

 Moderator for UNDP discussion on human rights based approach to development 
programming, Feb-March 2009 

 Drafting policy guidance on state-building in fragile states for the OECD-DAC . 

 Lead researcher on Approach Paper on Capacity Development in Fragile States for the 
World Bank Institute, July 2009 

 Lead researcher for report on Domestic and Mutual Accountability for aid: a literature 
review and conceptual framework, for the Commonwealth Secretariat, September 2009 

 Researcher on the report for World Vision of „The Impact of Aid in the Health Sector on 
Domestic Accountability‟, with responsibility for the case study on Zambia. 

 ODI Team Member: EC member states response to the global financial crisis: a human 
rights perspective. Funded by European Agency on Fundamental Freedoms and Rights 
(March 2010-June 2010) 

 ODI team member on Literature Review of Donors Support for Democratic Development 
Funded by NORAD (December-April 2010) 

 ODI team leader on report for NORAD on Women, citizenship and political participation in 
Sudan. This is part of a joint project with FRIDE on Women and Political Participation in 
Fragile States (ongoing) 

 ODI team member on DFID funded research on Review of donor support to political parties 
and party systems, for DFID including writing the Latin America review paper, and leading 
on the Nigeria case study (ongoing) 

 Drafting paper for the World Bank on Informal Institutions in Situations of Fragility 
(Ongoing) 

 ODI team leader on Political Economy of social accountability in Tanzania: case study of 
civil society advocacy campaign against illegal logging, for DFID Accountability in Tanzania 
Program 

 ODI team leader in drafting of Briefing Paper on Transitional Justice and Rule of law 
(ongoing). 

 
Previous consultancy/research funding include: Organization of American States, Ford Foundation, 
Nuffield Foundation, Agencia Española de Cooperacion Internacional (AECID), Fundacion 
Carolina, CIDOB, Oxford Analytica, Ministry of Science and Education of Spain, Junta de Castilla y 
Leon council for academic research in Spain. 

 
Selected publications 

2010, “Rule of law, judicial reform and transitional justice in Latin America” in Vesselin Popovski and Moncia 
Serrano (eds) Transitional Justice and Democratic Consolidation: Comparing the Effectiveness of 
the Accountability Mechanisms in Eastern Europe and Latin America, UNU Press, (forthcoming). 

2010, “Novel appropriations of the law in the pursuit of political and social transformations”, in Couso, Javier, 
Alexandra Huneeus, and Rachel Sieder, eds. Cultures of Legality: Judicialization and Political 
Activism in Latin America, CUP 

2009, “Governance after neo-liberalism: the case of Bolivia”, in Grugel, J and P. Riggirozzi, eds., 
Governance after Neo-liberalism, Palgrave-Macmillan. 

2007, “Las relaciones de poder y la justicia” in Pásara, Luis (ed), Los actores de la justicia en América 
Latina, UNAM: México.  

2007, “Democracy, Civil Liberties and Counter-Terrorism in Spain”, co-authored with Salvador Martí and 
Pedro Ibarra in Alison Brysk, (ed) Counter-terrorism, Human Rights,  and National Insecurity, 
University of California Press). 

2006, Courts and social transformation. An institutional voice for the poor? New trends in social rights 
litigation, co-edited with Roberto Gargarella and Theunis Roux, Ashgate. 

2006, “Judicial Politics in Latin America”, in South America, Central America and the Caribbean, Europa 
Publications, pp. 

2006, “Calidad de la democracia, ciudadanía y estado de derecho”, in Ludolfo Paramio and Marisa Revilla, 
(eds), Democracia en América Latina, Madrid: Siglo XXI, pp.23-47.  

2006, Democracia, participación y gobernabilidad en Bolivia 1993-2003: fin de un ciclo y nuevas 
perspectivas, edited volume, Barcelona: Bellaterra. 



2005, “Judicialisation of Politics: The Changing Political Role of the Judiciary in Mexico”, in Sieder, R., A. 
Angell and Line Scholden,(eds) Judicialisation of Politics in Latin America,  Palgrave.  

2005, “Democracy and New Social Forces in Bolivia”, in Social Forces, June, vol.83, no.4, pp.1727-1745. 
2004, “Judicialisation of politics, politicisation of the judiciary? Recent Trends in Latin America,” in 

Democratization, vol.11, no.1 pp.104-126. 
2003, Proclaiming Revolution: Bolivia in Comparative Perspective co-edited with Merilee Grindle, 

Harvard/London, Harvard University Press/ILAS. 
2001, Rule of Law in Latin America: The International Promotion of Judicial Reform, co-edited with Rachel 

Sieder, London: Institute of Latin American Studies. 
2001, "Party Politics, Intermediation and Representation", in J.Crabtree and L.Whitehead, (eds), Towards 

Democratic Viability: The Bolivian Experience, London: Palgrave. 
2000, "The Politics of the Mexican Supreme Court", in Journal of Latin American Studies, vol.32, pp.705-735. 
1999, "Rule of Law, Citizenship and Access to Justice in Mexico" in Mexican Studies, vol.15, no.1, pp.151-

191. 
1999, "Judicial Independence and Judicial Reform in Latin America" in Andreas Schedler, Larry Diamond 

and Marc F. Plattner, (eds.), The Self-Restraining State: Power and Accountability in New 
Democracies, Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 


