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Date of birth:   1964    
Nationality:   German 
Gender:                      Female  
Qualifications:   
PhD (1996)      Geography, School of Oriental and African Studies, London University   
MSc (1987)  Forestry and Land Use, Oxford University 
BA   (1986)  Botany, Oxford University 
Languages:  Fluent English, German and French, conversational Spanish 
 
 

 
Key Interests and Experience 

 
Specialist in rural development forestry with a particular interest in on-farm tree 
resources, non-timber forest products, community forestry, participatory biodiversity 
conservation, international forest policy, participatory farmer research and extension, 
and networking. 
 
Experience of forestry teaching, training, and curriculum development at university 
level. 
 
16 years experience of forestry in the developing world including work in Benin, 
Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Honduras, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Namibia and 
Thailand. 
 
RECENT CAREER: 
 
1996- Research Fellow, Forest Policy and Environment Group, ODI, London  
•  Coordinator of ODI's Rural Development Forestry Network with responsibility for 

production of 6-monthly thematic mailings (in English, French and Spanish) for 
2900 members, and for the development of an electronic resource base (website 
and CD-ROM) on rural development forestry. 

•  Manager of collaborative research project (with CEH, ICRAF, IRAD-Cameroon 
and CIFOR) to investigate the constraints and opportunities for domestication of 
indigenous fruit trees in Cameroon, focusing on their role in farmers’ livelihoods. 

•  Manager of collaborative research project investigating the potential of trees on-
farm to achieve circa situ conservation of dry forest tree species in Mesoamerica 
(Honduras and Mexico). 

•  Coordinator of socio-economic and marketing research methodologies for UNEP-
WCMC project on NTFP commercialisation in Mexico and Bolivia. 

•  Manager of a study to identify researchable constraints in participatory forest 
management. 

•  Advisory work on ownership models of natural product-based enterprises in 
Namibia; organisational assessment of RECOFTC, Thailand; and integration of 
community forestry training into the curricula of Dschang University and 
Mbalmayo Forestry School in Cameroon. 
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1994-95 Part-time teaching and training in Europe and Africa on: Non-timber forest 
products, Forestry for Rural Development, Environment and Development, 
Community Forestry, and Farmer Participatory Research. 

 
1988-91 UNESCO, Paris: Associate Expert (tropical forest ecology) in the Man and 

the Biosphere (MAB) Programme; responsible for implementing projects on 
sustainable tropical forest management and human resources development in 
Madagascar, Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, PNG, Indonesia and Malaysia.  

 
1987-88 German Sahelian Programme (GTZ), Burkina Faso: intern responsible for 

developing land-use management plans with local people, using information 
from aerial photos, field surveys and questionnaires. 

 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Leakey, R.R.B., Schreckenberg, K. and Tchoundjeu, Z. 2003. The participatory 

domestication of West African indigenous fruits. International Forestry Review 
5(4): 338-347. 

Belcher, B. and Schreckenberg, K. 2003. NTFP commercialisation – a reality check. 
Keynote paper presented at the Side-Session on Non-Timber Forest Products 
(20th Sept) of the 12th World Forestry Congress, Quebec City, September 21-
28, 2003. 

Brown, D., Schreckenberg, K., Shepherd, G., Wells, A., Luttrell, C. and Bird, C. 2003. 
Good governance: what can we learn from the forest sector? Paper 
presented at the 12th World Forestry Congress, Quebec City, September 21-
28, 2003. Congress Proceedings A – Forests for People, p291. 

Ojha, H. and Schreckenberg, K. 2003. Editorial. Special joint issue of the Rural 
Development Forestry Network and the Journal of Forest and Livelihood on 
community forestry in Nepal. J. of Forest and Livelihood 3(1): 1-2. 

Marshall, E., Newton, A.C. and Schreckenberg, K. 2003. Commercialisation of non-
timber forest products: first steps in analysing the factors influencing success. 
International Forestry Review 5(2): 128-137. 

Gordon, J., Schreckenberg, K. and Barrance, A. 2003. Are rare species useful 
species? Obstacles to the conservation of tree diversity in the dry forest zone 
agro-ecosystems of Mesoamerica. Global Ecology & Biogeography 12(1): 13-
19. 

Brown, D., Schreckenberg, K., Shepherd, G. and Wells, A. 2002. Forestry as an 
entry point for governance reform. Forestry Briefing 1, ODI, London. 

Brown, D., Malla, Y., Schreckenberg, K. and Springate-Baginski, O. 2002. From 
supervising ‘subjects’ to supporting ‘citizens’: recent developments in 
community forestry in Asia and Africa. Natural Resource Perspectives No. 75, 
ODI, London. 

Schreckenberg, K., Leakey, R. and Kengue, J. (eds). 2002. A Fruit Tree with a 
Future - Dacryodes edulis (Safou, the African plum). Special issue of Forests, 
Trees and Livelihoods 12(1). 

Schreckenberg K., Degrande A., Mbosso C., Boli Baboulé Z., Boyd C., Enyong L., 
Kanmegne J. and Ngong C. 2002. The social and economic importance of 
Dacryodes edulis (G. Don) H.J. Lam in Southern Cameroon. Forests, Trees 
and Livelihoods 12(1): 15-40. 

Schreckenberg, K. 2000. Non-timber forest products in the woody savannas of Benin 
Republic. pp. 285-306 in Cline-Cole, R. and Madge, C. (eds) Contesting 
forestry in West Africa, Ashgate Publishing Ltd, UK. 

Shepherd, G., Brown, D., Richards, M. and Schreckenberg, K. (eds). 1998. The EU 
Tropical Forestry Sourcebook. ODI, London. 362pp. 

 


